
 

Grow, Flourish, Achieve 

Year 1 Curriculum Overview 2026-2027 

 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Animal Kingdom. 

 

How things have changed! 

 

From Britain to the Burj Khalifa!  

 

Key Question Where do animals live and how can we care for them? How has life changed form the past to today? What is life like in the UAE compared to the UK? 

GFA Values/Islamic 

Studies 

Children will learn about the value of Respect - respecting themselves, their work, each other and the world around them. They will also focus on the value of Kindness at school and at home. 

Furthermore, they will focus on the values of Integrity and Honesty as well as compassion and resilience. They will learn about doing the right thing and using their strengths to support others. They will 

reflect on their achievements to date and identify when they have shown excellence and perseverance and set goals for these for the remainder of the year. 

Whole School Events Induction Week 

 

Prophet Muhammad’s 

Birthday PBUH  

Flag Day  

 

Eid Al Etihad 

 

Sports Week  

International Day 

Haq – Al – Laila  

World Book Day 

Ramadan 

Eid al-Fitr 

GL Assessments 

Hajj 

Eid al-Adha 

Transition 

Islamic New Year 

Each year, students will participate in experiential learning connected to their curriculum topics. This may include an educational trip, virtual visit or fieldwork that enables them to apply and deepen their 

learning beyond the classroom.  All students will also visit the Zayed National Museum, strengthening their understanding of the UAE’s history, heritage and national identity.   

UAE Agenda / 

Sustainability / SDGs 

 

3. Good health and well-being  

9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

12. Responsible consumption and production 

13. Climate action 

15. Life on land 

13. Climate action 

14. Life below water 

15. Life on land 

 

11. Sustainable cities and communities  

12. Responsible consumption and production 

13. Climate action 

 

UAE National 

Identity 

 

Arabic Language Connection: Students will learn key bilingual vocabulary, with class and MOE teachers working together to integrate Arabic and UAE culture. 

UAE Resources and Community Expertise:  Students will explore UAE texts, archives and artefacts and learn from local organisations and Emirati speakers. 

Service and Pupil Leadership: Students will develop leadership skills through school roles and volunteering opportunities with the school and local community.  

Culture 

1.1 Arabic Language 

1.2 History 

1.3 Heritage 

Values 

2.1 Respect 

2.2 Compassion 

2.3 Global Understanding 

Citizenship 

3.1 Belonging 

3.2 Volunteering 

3.3 Conservation 

 

https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/3goodhealthandwellbeing
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/9industryinnovationandinfrastructure
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/12responsibleconsumptionandproduction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/15lifeonland
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/14lifebelowwater
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/15lifeonland
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/11sustainablecitiesandcommunities
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/12responsibleconsumptionandproduction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Animal Kingdom. How things have changed! From Britain to the Burj Khalifa! 

English 

(Writing) 

Fiction 

Aspirations 

Non-Fiction 

Lists, labels and captions 

Non-Fiction 

Fact file 

Poetry 

Fiction 

Fairy Tales 

Non-Fiction 

Letters 

Fiction 

Comic Strips 

Poetry 

Poems on a theme 

Fiction 

Repeating Patterns 

Non-Fiction 

Instructions 

Assessments 

English Project linked to 

Theme 

Transition 

 

English 

(Punctuation and 

Grammar) 

• Introduction to 

sentences 

• Capital letters and full 

stops 

• Separation of words with 

spaces  

• Regular plural noun 

suffixes -s and -es  

• Joining words and 

clauses using and  

• Capital letters for names 

and the personal 

pronoun I 

 

• Joining words and clauses 

using and  

• Capital letters and full stops  

• Capital letters for names, 

places and I  

• Question marks  

• Regular plural noun suffixes -s 

and -es  

• Using un- to change the 

meaning of words 

 

• Joining clauses using 

and  

• Capital letters and full 

stops  

• Question marks and 

exclamation marks  

• Capital letters for 

names, places, days 

and I  

• Verb suffixes -ing, -ed 

and -er  

• Sequencing sentences 

to form short narratives 

 

• Joining words and clauses 

using and  

• Question marks and 

exclamation marks  

• Capital letters and full stops  

• Verb suffixes -ing, -ed and -

er  

• Using un- to change 

meaning  

• Sequencing sentences to 

form short texts 

 

• Joining words and 

clauses using and  

• Capital letters, full 

stops and 

exclamation marks  

• Using capital letters 

for names, places, 

days 

• Verb suffixes -ing, -

ed, -er and -est  

• Regular plural noun 

suffixes -s and -es  

• Sequencing 

sentences in the 

correct order 

▫ Consolidation of all Year 1 
Grammar objectives 

▫ Independent application of 
all Year 1 grammar 
objectives 

English 

(Spelling) 

Spelling will be taught in line with pupils’ phonics groups and individual learning needs, alongside the statutory Year 1 spelling requirements and Common Exception Words. Pupils will 

apply taught phonics patterns and spelling rules within their independent writing. 

 

English 

(Phonics) 

Phonics is taught daily through a systematic, synthetic phonics programme. Pupils progress through the scheme according to their individual starting points and assessed needs, with 

regular assessment used to identify gaps and inform teaching. Groups are flexible and pupils may therefore be working at different stages of the phonics progression. Daily teaching 

develops accurate decoding, blending, segmenting and increasing fluency, alongside the reading and spelling of Common Exception Words. 
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Animal Kingdom. How things have changed! From Britain to the Burj Khalifa! 

English 

(Reading) 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  
Wk 7: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  
Wk 7: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2: Inference  

Wk 3: Vocabulary  
Wk 4: Summarising  

Wk 5: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2: Inference  

Wk 3: Vocabulary  
Wk 4: Summarising / Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  
Wk 7: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 : Summarising  
Wk 6: Explain 

Mathematics Unit 1: Number - Place value (within 10) 
Unit 2: Number – Addition and subtraction (within 10) 
Unit 3: Shape 
 
 

Unit 4: Number - Place value (within 20) 
Unit 5: Number – Addition and subtraction (within 20) 
Unit 6: Number - Place value (within 50) 
Unit 7: Measurement – Length and Height 
Unit 8: Measurement – Mass and Volume 

 

Unit 9: Number – Multiplication and Division 
Unit 10: Number – Fractions 
Unit 11: Geometry - Position and Direction 
Unit 12: Number - Place Value (within 100) 
Unit 13: Measurement - Money 
Unit 14: Measurement - Time 

Science 

(Conceptual knowledge 

and understanding) 

Animals including Humans 

(animal groups, body parts, senses and healthy bodies) 

 

 

Plants 

(common plants and 

trees, basic structures 

and growth)  

Seasonal Change 

(seasons, weather, day 

length and changes over 

time)  

Materials and Their Properties 

(materials, properties, objects and their uses) 

Science 

(Working Scientifically) 

Throughout the science topics, students will also develop ‘working scientifically skills’: 

Ask questions, plan investigations, make observations, take measurements, gather record and classify data, present findings, answer questions, make conclusions, evaluate 

Topic 

History  Comparing toys and games past and present in the UK 

and the UAE   
Changes within history 

Buildings and transport past and present 

Compare the growth of the UK and the UAE   

Geography Habitats around the world  
Hot and Cold places 

UAE habitats  

Locate the UK and the UAE  
Key landmarks and features  
Homes, buildings and environments 
 

Comparing the UK and the UAE (weather, buildings, landscape) 

 

Art and 

Design 

Drawing 

Observational animal drawings 

Drawing from nature 

Sculpture 

Design and create a 3D toy 

Exploring colour and pattern 

 UK and UAE inspired art work using colour and pattern (patterns 

inspired by architecture)  
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Animal Kingdom. How things have changed! From Britain to the Burj Khalifa! 

Sustainability Caring for our classroom commons   

(Taking responsibility for the difference we make)   

Exploring life in my community   

(Living on planet Earth)   

Materials cycle!   

(Making change)   

Computing Unit 1 Creative media:  

AI 

Unit 2 Digital literacy:  

AI 

Unit 3 Computational 

thinking 

AI 

Unit 4 Programming 

AI 

Unit 5 Analysing data 

 

AI 

Unit 6 Understanding 

technology 

AI 

PSHE, Wellbeing and 

Careers 

Relationships 

• Friendships 

• Hurtful behaviour and 
bullying 

• Families 

Staying Safe 

• Online safety 

• Safety in and out of the 
home 

• Safe relationships 

Health and Wellbeing 

• Physical Health 

• Mental Health 
 

Personal Development and Social Responsibility 

• Money 

• Respecting ourselves and others 

• World of work (careers) 
 

Music Singing: 

o Exploring the voice and development of the singing 
voice 

o Introduction to pitch through numbers  

o Developing pitch accuracy and vocal control through 
themed songs and activities 

Music & Movement: 

o Introduction to body percussion as a means of 
rhythm exploration 

o Engaging in rhythmic movements that correspond 
to musical patterns 

o Building coordination and rhythm skills with 
themed music activities 

Instruments and Performance: 

o Introduction to simple classroom instruments 

o Focus on performance skills through group activities 
and individual expression 

o Encouraging discipline and confidence in music-making 

Physical Education 

 

• Ball Skills  

• Spacial awareness  

• Outdoor Adventurous Activities  

• Gymnastic (Dance Studio)  

• Hand Eye Coordination  

• Striking and Fielding  

• Team Games  

• Fundamental Movements  

• Athletics  

• Fitness  

Optional Home 

Learning 

Each week, the class teacher will send a document outlining all the optional Home Learning activities linked to the student’s learning that week. In addition to that, 
students may log in to or complete the following as optional home learning: 
 
White Rose Practice Journal (Maths) 
GCP Book (English, Science)  
Phonics Book 
Teams 

 


