
 

Grow, Flourish, Achieve 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 2026-2027 

 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Invaders and Settlers Earth’s Wildest Places Life in the Mayan World 

Key Question Who controlled Britain: the Anglo Saxons or the 

Vikings? 

How do people live and survive in the Earth's wildest 

places? 

What made the Maya such an advanced civilisation? 

GFA 

Values/Islamic 

Studies 

Children will learn about the value of Respect - respecting themselves, their work, each other and the world around them. They will also focus on the value of 

Kindness at school and at home. Furthermore, they will focus on the values of Integrity and Honesty as well as compassion and resilience. They will learn about doing 

the right thing and using their strengths to support others. They will reflect on their achievements to date and identify when they have shown excellence and 

perseverance and set goals for these for the remainder of the year. 

Whole School 

Events 

Induction Week 

 

Prophet Muhammad’s 

Birthday PBUH  

Flag Day  

 

Eid Al Etihad 

 

Sports Week  

International Day 

Haq – Al – Laila  

World Book Day 

Ramadan 

Eid al-Fitr 

GL Assessments 

Hajj 

Eid al-Adha 

Transition 

Islamic New Year 

Each year, students will participate in experiential learning connected to their curriculum topics. This may include an educational trip, virtual visit or fieldwork that 

enables them to apply and deepen their learning beyond the classroom.  All students will also visit the Zayed National Museum, strengthening their understanding of 

the UAE’s history, heritage and national identity.  

UAE Agenda / 

Sustainability / 

SDGs  

3. Good health and well-being  

9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

12. Responsible consumption and production 

13. Climate action 

15. Life on land 

13. Climate action 

14. Life below water 

15. Life on land 

 

11. Sustainable cities and communities  

12. Responsible consumption and production 

13. Climate action 

 

UAE National 

Identity Mark 

 

 

Culture 
1.1 Arabic Language 
1.2 History 
1.3 Heritage 

Values  
2.1 Respect 
2.2 Compassion 
2.3 Global Understanding 

Citizenship 
3.1 Belonging 
3.2 Volunteering 
3.3. Conservation 

Arabic Language Connection: Students will learn key bilingual vocabulary, with class and MOE teachers working together to integrate Arabic and UAE culture. 
 UAE Resources and Community Expertise:  Students will explore UAE texts, archives and artefacts and learn from local organisations and Emirati speakers. 
 Service and Pupil Leadership: Students will develop leadership skills through school roles and volunteering opportunities with the school and local community. 
 

https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/3goodhealthandwellbeing
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/9industryinnovationandinfrastructure
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/12responsibleconsumptionandproduction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/15lifeonland
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/14lifebelowwater
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/15lifeonland
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/11sustainablecitiesandcommunities
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/12responsibleconsumptionandproduction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
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Year 4 Curriculum Overview 2026-2027 

 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Invaders and Settlers Earth’s Wildest Places Life in the Mayan World 

English 

(Writing) 

Non-Fiction 
Explanation Texts 

 
Fiction 
Diary entry 

Non-Fiction 
Biography  
 
Fiction 

Adversity 

 

Fiction  

Stories that raise Issues 

Non-Fiction 

Persuasive  

 

Fiction  

Fairy tales and play scripts 

 

Non-Fiction   

Information Reports 

Non-Fiction  

Non-chronological reports 

Poetry  

Performance 

GL & NGRT Revision 

English Project linked to 

Theme 

Transition 

English 

(Punctuation and 

Grammar) 

▫ Standard English verbs  
▫ Fronted adverbials  
▫ Expanded noun 

phrases  
▫ Apostrophes for plural 

possession  
▫ Paragraphs to organise 

ideas  
▫ Commas after fronted 

adverbials 

▫ Present perfect form of 
verbs  

▫ Fronted adverbials  
▫ Pronouns and nouns for 

cohesion  
▫ Inverted commas for 

direct speech  
▫ Apostrophes for plural 

possession  
▫ Paragraphs organised 

around a theme 
 

▫ Standard English verbs 
▫ Fronted adverbials  
▫ Expanded noun 

phrases 
▫ Pronouns and nouns 

for cohesion  
▫ Commas after fronted 

adverbials  
▫ Inverted commas and 

accompanying 
punctuation 

▫ Direct speech 
punctuation  

▫ Present perfect tense  
▫ Fronted adverbials  
▫ Expanded noun phrases  
▫ Paragraphs organised 

around a theme 
▫ Appropriate use of 

pronouns for cohesion 

▫ Standard English verb 
forms  

▫ Apostrophes for plural 
possession 

▫ Fronted adverbials  
▫ Commas after fronted 

adverbials  
 

▫ Consolidation of all Year 
4 Grammar objectives 

▫ Independent 
application of all Year 
3/4 grammar objectives 

 

 

English 

(Spelling) 

Week 1 

Words with /aw/ spelt 

with augh and au 

Week 2 & 3 

Adding prefix in and im 

Week 4 

Adding prefix il and ir   

Week 5 

Homophones  

Week 6 

Words with /shun/ 

endings with 'sion'  

 

Week 7 - 10 

Words with shuhn endings 

with 'sion', 'ssion', 'tion' 

and cian  

Week 11 

Words with ough to make 

the long o, oo, or sound. 

Week 12 

Statutory Spellings 

Challenge Words 

Week 1 & 2 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

Week 3 & 4 

Nouns ending in the 

suffix –ation 

Week 5 

Adding the prefix sub and 

super  

Week 6 

Plural Possessive 

Apostrophes with plural 

words 

 

Week 7 

Words with the s sound  

spelt with sc 

Week 8 & 9 

Words with a soft c spelt 

with ce and ci 

Week 10 & 11 

Word families  

Week 12 

Statutory Spellings 

Challenge Words 

Week 1 

Adding Prefix inter 

Week 2 

Adding prefix anti 

Week 3 

Adding prefix auto 

Week 4 

Adding prefix ex 

Week 5 

Adding prefix non 

Week 6 

Words ending in ar/er 

Week 7 - 10 

Adding the suffix ous 

Week 11 

Adverbials of frequency 

and possibility 

Week 12 

Adverbials of manner 
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Invaders and Settlers Earth’s Wildest Places Life in the Mayan World 

English 

(Reading) 

Wk 1: Retrieval 
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  
Wk 7: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  
Wk 2 - 3: Inference  
Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  
Wk 7: Explain 

 

Wk 1: Retrieval  

Wk 2: Inference  

Wk 3: Vocabulary  

Wk 4: Summarising  

Wk 5: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  

Wk 2: Inference  

Wk 3: Vocabulary  

Wk 4: Summarising / Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  

Wk 2 - 3: Inference  

Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 - 6: Summarising  

Wk 7: Explain 

Wk 1: Retrieval  

Wk 2 - 3: Inference  

Wk 4: Vocabulary  

Wk 5 : Summarising  

Wk 6: Explain 

Mathematics Unit 1: Number - Place 
value  
 
Unit 2: Number - 
Addition and 
Subtraction 

 

 

Unit 3: Number - 
Multiplication and 
division A 
 
Unit 4: Number - 
Multiplication and 
division B 
 
Unit 5: Measurement – 
Area  
 

Unit 6: Number:   
Fractions 
 
Unit 7: Number - 
Decimals A 
 
Unit 8: Statistics 
 

Unit 9: Number: 
Decimals B  
 
Unit 10: Measurement - 
Length and perimeter  
 

 

 

 

Unit 11: Measurement 
- Money 
 
Unit 12: Measurement 
- Time 
 
 

 

 

 

Unit 13: Geometry - 
Shape  
 
Unit 14: Geometry - 
Position and direction 

 

 

 

Science 

(Conceptual 

knowledge and 

understanding) 

States of Matter 

 
(solids, liquids, gases, change 

of state, The Water Cycle, 

responsible UAE water 

use)    

Sound  

 
(vibrations, sound waves, 

pitch, volume) 

Living things and their 

habitats  

 
(habitats, dangers to habitat 

including mangroves and 

desertss, grouping, 

classification keys)  

Electricity  

 
(electrical circuits, appliances, 

switches, conductors and 

insulators) 

 

Animals Including humans 

 
(digestive system, teeth, food chains) 

 

 

Science 

(Working Scientifically) 

Throughout the science topics, students will also develop ‘working scientifically skills’: 

Ask questions, plan investigations, make observations, take measurements, gather record and classify data, present findings, answer questions, make 

conclusions, evaluate 
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Invaders and Settlers Earth’s Wildest Places Life in the Mayan World 

Topic 

History Anglo-Saxons and Viking 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

The Vikings and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor. 

 The Mayans 

A non- European society that provides contrasts 
with British history – one study of Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900.  

 

Geography Human Geography (linked to the Anglo Saxons)  

• Human and Physical Geography: Describe 
and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including food, energy, minerals 
and water.  

• Compare why people settled in the UK with 
why communities developed around coasts 

and trade routes of the UAE.  
 

Rainforests, Mountains, Rivers and Coasts 

• Locate the world’s countries concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major 
cities 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: Hajar mountains, wadis, 

mangroves and UAE water security.  
 

The Mayans 

• Locational Knowledge: Understanding 
geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of the human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, 
a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America.  

• Compare how the Maya and historic UAE 
communities adapted to climate, water 

scarcity, trade and available materials  
 

Art and 

Design 

Sculpture 

• Study significant artists, 

architects and designers. 

• Explore form and 

structure through 

sculpture. 

• Develop ideas using 

sketches. 

• Create and evaluate 3D 

artwork. 

 

 Drawing  

• Investigate the work of 

significant artists. 

• Develop observational 

drawing skills. 

• Use sketchbooks to 

record and refine ideas. 

• Experiment with line, 

tone and texture. 

 

Painting   

• Explore the techniques 
of significant artists. 

• Experiment with 

colour, tone and 

composition. 

• Develop ideas through 

sketchbooks. 

• Evaluate and refine 

painted outcomes. 

Textiles/ Sculpture 

• Investigate artists 
inspired by 
landscapes. 

• Explore texture, 

pattern and form. 

• Design and create 

mixed-media artwork. 

• Evaluate and improve 

finished pieces.  

Drawing 

• Study the work of architects and designers. 

• Refine observational drawing techniques. 

• Record, revisit and develop ideas in 

sketchbooks. 

• Produce a final piece using a range of media. 
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 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Theme Invaders and Settlers 

 

Earth’s Wildest Places 

 

Life in the Mayan World 

 

Sustainability Caring for our water  
(Taking responsibility for the difference we make)  

Living well within Earth’s limit 

(Living on planet Earth)  

Moving towards a no-waste world 

(Making change) 

Computing Unit 1 Creative media:  

AI 

Unit 2 Digital literacy:  

AI 

Unit 3 Computational 

thinking 

AI 

Unit 4 Programming 

AI 

Unit 5 Analysing data 

 

AI 

Unit 6 Understanding 

technology 

AI 

PSHE, Wellbeing 

and Careers 

Relationships 
• Friendships 

• Hurtful behaviour and 
bullying 

• Families 

Staying Safe 
• Online safety 

• Safety in and out of the 
home 

• Safe relationships 

Health and Wellbeing 

• Physical Health 

• Mental Health  

 

Personal Development and Social Responsibility 

• Money 

• Respecting ourselves and others 

• World of work (careers) 

Music Singing 
o Continued exploration of pitch, rhythm, and 

dynamics through themed songs 
o Focusing on harmonic singing and chant-style 

compositions 

Strumming, Chords, and Melodies 
o Expanding on strumming techniques and chord 

progression mastery 

o Introducing melodies of traditional songs  

 

Performance Fusion 
o Integration of coastal and land-based music 

traditions in performances 
o Collaborative performances that explore different 

musical genres and cultures 

French Unit 1: The basics 1  
L1: Hello! 
L2: How are you?  
L3: What is your name?  
L4: How old are you?  
L5: My Family 

Unit 2: The basics 2 
L1: The days of the week 
L2: Colours 
L3: Let’s count up to 20 
L4: Countries 
L5: I like 

Unit 3: The basics 3  
L1: Parts of the body (1) 
L2: Parts of the body (2) 
L3: Let’s count up to 31 
L4: Clothes 
L5: Months 

Unit 4: Animals  
L1: On the farm 
L2: Pets 
L3: What’s your dog like?  
L4: Where is the cat?  
L5: Where is the elephant? 

Unit 5: Food 
L1: Food 
L2: I like to eat 
L3: What are you eating? 
L4: Cutlery 
L5: Ingredients 

Unit 6: At School 
L1: Travel to school 
L2: Rooms  
L3: In your pencil case  
L4: What time is it?  
L5: Subjects 

Physical Education • Invasion Games 

• Team Games 

 

• Outdoor Adventurous Activities 

• Athletics 

• Strike and Fielding Games 

• Fundamental movements  

• Athletics 

• Multisport 

Optional Home 

Learning 

Each week, the class teacher will send a document outlining all the optional Home Learning activities linked to the student’s learning that week. In addition 
to that, students may log in to or complete the following as optional home learning: 

o White Rose Practice Journal (Maths) 
o GCP Book (English, Science)  
o Century (Maths, English Science) 
o Phoenix Classroom 

 


