
Year 10 Curriculum Overview 2026-2027 

 Term 1 

August – December  

Term 2 

January – March  

Term 3 

April – July  

GFA Values   / 

Islamic Values 

 

Children will learn about the value of Respect. Respecting themselves, their work, each other and the world around them. They will also focus on the value of 

Kindness at school and within the home. Furthermore, will focus on the values of Integrity and Honesty as well as compassion and resilience. They will learn 

about doing the right thing and using their strengths to support others. They will reflect on their achievements to date and identify when they have shown 

excellence and perseverance and set goals for these for the remainder of the year. 

 

Whole School 

Events/ Themed 

Days 

Induction Week 

  

Prophet Muhammad’s 

Birthday PBUH  

Flag Day  

 

Eid Al Etihad 

  

 

Sports Week  

International Day 

Haq – Al – Laila  

World Book Day 

Ramadan 

Eid al-Fitr 

GL Assessments 

Hajj 

Eid al-Adha 

Transition 

Islamic New Year 

 Each year, students will participate in experiential learning connected to their curriculum topics. This may include an educational trip, virtual visit or fieldwork that 

enables them to apply and deepen their learning beyond the classroom.  All students will also visit the Zayed National Museum, strengthening their understanding of 

the UAE’s history, heritage and national identity.  

UAE Agenda / 

Sustainability / 

SDGs 

 

 

No poverty 
Zero hunger 

Good health and well-being 

Quality education 

Gender equality 

 

 

 

Climate action 

Life below water 

Life on land 

Affordable and clean energy 

Decent work and economic growth 

Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

Reduced inequalities 

Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Partnerships for the goals 

Sustainable cities and communities 

Responsible consumption and production 

 

 

UAE National 

Identify Mark 

 

Culture 
1.1 Arabic Language 
1.2 History 
1.3 Heritage 

Values  
2.1 Respect 
2.2 Compassion 

Citizenship 
3.1 Belonging 
3.2 Volunteering 
3.3. Conservation 

Grow, Flourish, Achieve 

https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/1nopoverty
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/3goodhealthandwellbeing
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/4qualityeducation
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/13climateaction
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/14lifebelowwater
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/15lifeonland
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/7affordableandcleanenergy
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/8decentworkandeconomicgrowth
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/9industryinnovationandinfrastructure
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/10reducedinequalities
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/16peacejusticestronginstitutions
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/17partnershipsforthegoals
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/11sustainablecitiesandcommunities
https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/leaving-no-one-behind/12responsibleconsumptionandproduction


2.3 Global Understanding 

 Arabic Language Connection: Students will learn key bilingual vocabulary, with class and MOE teachers working together to integrate Arabic and UAE culture. 
  UAE Resources and Community Expertise:  Students will explore UAE texts, archives and artefacts and learn from local organisations and Emirati speakers. 
  Service and Pupil Leadership: Students will develop leadership skills through school roles and volunteering opportunities with the school and local community. 

English Language 

 

 

Non-Fiction Analysis 

• Implicit/explicit information 

• Language structure 

• Rhetorical devices 

• Adapting register 

• Autobiographical writing 

• Comparartive writing 
 
Transactional and Creative Writing 

• Anthology Prose 

• Analysis 

• Character development 

• Sensory details 
 
Headline archetypes 
Lead paragraphs 

Speeches 

• Rhetorical triplets 

• Anaphora 

• Audience engagement 
 
Reviews - critical register 
 
Inference – writer's intent 
 
Poetry and Prose 
 
Structural analysis 
 
Assessment preparation 
 

Poetry and Prose 
 

• Imaginative writing 
• Narrative poem structure 

• Imagery pre-war/ post-war 

• Rhetorical questions 

• Pathetic fallacy 

• Sensory imagery 

• Decoding metaphors (Unseen poetry) 

• Comparative essay  

• Assessment preparation 

English as a 

Second Language 

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

Topic 1: Me, my family, friends and people I 
know 

• Relationships with family 

• Relationships with friends and people I 
know 

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 

• Social media 

• Mobile technology 

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

Topic 3: Free-time activities 

• Music, cinema and TV 

• Sport 

• Customs and festivals 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and 
global areas of interest 

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global 
areas of interest 

Topic 2: Social issues 

- Charity/voluntary work 
- Healthy/Unhealthy living 

Topic 3: Global issues 

- The environment 
- Poverty 

Topic 4: Travel and tourism 



• Where I live 

• Comparing my home and region to 
others 

English Literature Literary Texts 

Macbeth  / A Christmas Carol 

• Deep Analysis: Exploding Quotes 

• Analysis – PEARL Structure 

• Character Essay Writing 

• Theme Essay 

Evidence Labs Throughout the year 

 

Literary Text 

 

An Inspector Calls 

• Analysis – PEARL structure 

• Deep Analysis: Exploding Quotes 

• Mapping  

• IGCSE Assessment Preparation 

Literary Text 

Unseen Poetry 19TH Century 

• SMILE Method 

• Deep Analysis  

• Exploding Quotes 

• Use of PEARL 

• IGCSE Assessment Preparation 

Mathematics 

 

 

Unit 1 – Number and Algebra 

• Rounding and bounds 

• Index laws 

• Fractions and recurring decimals 

• Expanding and factorising brackets 

• Solving quadratic equations 

Unit 2 – Geometry and Mensuration 

• Surface area and volume 

• Transformations 

Unit 3 – Equations and Formulae 

• Simultaneous equations 

• Rearranging formulae 

Unit 4 – Geometry 

• Trigonometry 

• Constructions and loci 

Unit 5 – Graphs 

• Linear graphs 

• Real-life graphs 

• Cubic, reciprocal and exponential 

graphs 

Unit 6 – Data Handling and Probability 

• Set notation 

• Tree diagrams 

• Sampling 

Unit 7 – Algebra 

• Quadratic and geometric sequences 

• Direct and inverse proportion 

Unit 8 – Number and measures 

• Repeated percentage change 

• Density and pressure 

• Working with ratios and algebra 



• Cumulative frequency graphs and box 

plots 

Biology  
 
 

Unit 1 – Organisms and Life Processes 

• Life processes 

• The variety of Living Organisms 

 
Unit 2 – Animal Physiology 

• Breathing and Gas Exchange 

• Food and Digestion 

• Blood and Circulation 

• Coordination 

• Chemical Coordination 

• Homeostasis and Excretion 

• Reproduction in Humans 

Unit 3 – Plant Physiology 

• Plants and Food 

• Transport in Plants 

• Chemical Coordination in Plants 

• Reproduction in Plants 

 

Unit 4 – Ecology and the Environment 

• Ecosystems 

• Human Influences on the Environment 

 

Unit 5 – Variation and Selection 

• Chromosomes, Genes and DNA 

• Cell Division 

• Genes and Inheritance 

• Natural Selection and Evolution 

• Selective Breeding 
 
Unit 6 – Microorganisms and Genetic Modification 

• Using Microorganisms 

• Genetic Modification 

Chemistry Unit 1 – Principles of Chemistry 

• Atomic Structure 

• Periodic Table 

• Ionic Bonding 

• Covalent Bonding 

• Metallic Bonding 

• States of Matter 

• Elements, Compounds and Mixtures 

• Electrolysis 
 

Unit 2– Inorganic Chemistry 

• Acids, Alkalis and Titrations 

• Acids, Bases and Salt Preparations 

Unit 2– Inorganic Chemistry 

• Reactivity Series 

• Extraction and uses of metals 

• The Alkali metals 

• The Halogens 
 

Unit 3 – Physical Chemistry 

• Energetics 

• Rates of Reaction 

• Reversible reactions and Equilibria 

Unit 1 - Principles of Chemistry 

• Chemical Formulae, Equations and Calculations 
- Part 1 

• Chemical Formulae, Equations and Calculations 
- Part 2  

 

Unit 2– Inorganic Chemistry 

• Gases in the Atmosphere 

 

Unit 4– Organic Chemistry 

• Introduction to Organic chemistry 

• Crude oil 

• Alkanes 



• Alkenes 

• Synthetic Polymers 

Physics Unit 1– Forces and Motion  

• Movement and Position 

• Forces and Shape 

• Forces and Movement 

• Momentum 

Unit 4 – Energy Resources and Energy Transfer 

• Energy Transfer 

• Thermal energy 

• Work and Power 

• Energy resources and Electricity 
generation 

Unit 3 – Waves 

• Properties of Waves 

• The Electromagnetic Spectrum 

• Light waves 

• Sound 

Unit 4 – Radioactivity and Particles 

• Atoms and Radioactivity 

• Radiation and Half-life 

• Applications of Radioactivity 

• Fission and Fusion 

Unit 8 – Astrophysics 

• Motion in the Universe 

• Stellar Evolution 

• Cosmology 

 

Computer 

Science 

Units: Programming Basics and Number Systems 

• Programming foundations: variables, 

constants and data types  

• Input, output and arithmetic operations 

• Selection: IF, ELSE IF and ELSE  

Units: Advanced Coding and Data 
Representation 

• String manipulation  

• ASCII and Unicode character encoding  

• Reading from and writing to text files  

Units: Subroutines, Computer Architecture and 
Software 

• Procedures and functions  

• Parameters and return values  

• Modular and structured programming  



• Boolean logic, validation and 

authentication  

• Iteration: FOR, WHILE and REPEAT-

UNTIL  

• Nested loops and random numbers  

• Binary, denary and hexadecimal  

• Binary addition, overflow and logical 

shifts 

• One-dimensional and two-dimensional 

arrays  

• Records and related data structures  

• Image and sound digitisation  

• Huffman compression  

• Run-length encoding 

 

• Von Neumann architecture  

• Buses and the fetch-decode-execute cycle  

• RAM, ROM and secondary storage  

• Cloud storage and embedded systems  

• Operating systems and utility software  

• System software and application software  

• High-level, assembly and machine-code 

languages  

• Compilers, interpreters and assembler 

ICT Unit: Digital devices and digital systems 

• Digital devices and their features  

• Data, information and file management 

• Software and operating systems  

• ICT systems, accessibility and system 

selection  

• Peripherals, storage, memory and 

processors  

• Applying ICT  

• Word processing and mail merge 

Units: Digital communications and networks 

• Digital communications and network 

choices  

• Network components and LANs  

• Network security  

• Online risks and protection  

• Online and contactless payments  

• Safe, legal and responsible use of ICT 

 

Units: Applying ICT  

• Internet impacts, remote working and online 

communities  

• Online information and evaluating sources  

• Online goods and services  

• Cloud computing  

• Spreadsheet skills  

• Database management and data outputs 

 

Business Studies Topic 1: Business Activity and Influences on 

Business 

● Business objectives 

● Forms of business ownerships and their 

characteristics 

● Classifications of businesses 

● Globalisation and importance of 

multinational companies 

● International trade and exchange rates 

● Government objectives and policies 

 

Topic 2: People in Business 

● Communication within a business 

● Human resource management 

● Motivation in the workplace 

● Organisational structures  

● Departmental functions 

 

Topic 3: Business Finance 

● Sources of finance 

● Cashflow forecasting 

● Costs 

● Break-even analysis 

● Financial statements 

 



Economics Topic 1: The Market System 

● Economics assumptions 

● Demand and Supply curves and the factors 

that shift them 

● Price Elasticity of Demand, Supply and 

Income 

● Mixed economy  

● Privatisation 

Topic 2: Business Economics 

● Factors of production and division of 

labour 

● Business costs, revenue and profit 

● Economies and Diseconomies of scale 

● Competitive markets 

● Impact on Supply and Demand and labour 

of trade union activities 

 

 

Topics 3:  Government and the Economy  

● Economic growth 

● Inflation 

● Unemployment  

● Balance of payments 

● Protection of the environment 

 

Geography Chapter 1: River Environments 

• The hydrological cycle – a closed system 

• Fluvial processes    

•  Water uses, demand and supply  

•  Flooding – causes and control 

 

Chapter 2: Coastal environments 

•  Coastal processes and landforms 

•  Coastal ecosystems of the world 

•  Coastal conflicts and flooding 

•  Coastal management strategies 

Chapter 3: Hazardous Environments 

• Different types of hazards  

• Impacts of tectonic hazards 

• Reasons for living in high-risk areas 

•  Responding to hazards 

 

Chapter 4: Economic Activity and Energy 

• Economic sectors and employment   

• Changes in sector employment  

• Population and resources  

• Renewable versus non-renewable 

energy 

Chapter 5: Rural Environments 

• Biomes and their global distributions 

• The impacts of ecosystem exploitation 

• Characteristics of rural environments  

• Managing rural challenges 

 

Chapter 6: Urban Environments 

•  Urbanisation and its processes 

•  The urban land-use pattern 

• Urban challenges in the developed world and 

in the developing and emerging worlds  

• Managing urban challenges 

Psychology Chapter 1 – Memory 

• What are the processes of memory?  

•  What is the working memory model of 
memory?  

•  Why is memory an active process?  

•  What factors affect the accuracy of 
memory?   

Chapter 3-Research Methods 

• What is the experimental method? 

•  What are sampling methods? 

•   What are non-experimental methods?  

•  What are ethics in psychology 

Chapter 4- Perception 

Chapter 4- Perception (Continuation) 

• Key study: Nisbett and Miyamoto  

• Key study: Gilchrist and Nesberg  

Chapter 5- Social Influence 

• What is conformity?   

•   What is obedience?  



Chapter 2- Biopsychology 

•  What is the nervous system?  

•  What are neurons?  

•  What is the brain like? 

•  What is neuropsychology? 

 

•  What are sensation and perception 

•  Can you believe what you see?  

•  What is constructive perception 

 

 

• What is bystander behaviour? 

•  What are crowd and collective behaviours?  

Physical 

Education Unit 1 – Anatomy and Physiology 

• Course introduction and baseline 

assessment 

• Skeletal and muscular systems 

• Cardiovascular and respiratory systems 

• Effects of exercise and energy systems 

• Movement analysis: planes, axes and 

levers 

Unit 2 – Physical Training 

• Components of fitness and fitness 

testing 

• Principles and methods of training 

• Warm-ups, cool-downs and injury 

prevention 

• Theory and practical assessment 

 

 

Unit 3 – Health, Fitness and Wellbeing 

• Health, fitness and wellbeing 

• Sedentary lifestyles, obesity and 

somatotypes 

• Diet, nutrition and hydration 

• Drugs in sport and healthy lifestyle 

choices 

Unit 4 – Participation and Skill Development 

• Participation patterns and barriers 

• Media, sponsorship and 

commercialisation 

• Ethics, sportsmanship and deviance 

• Guidance, feedback, motor skills and 

goal setting 

• Theory and practical assessment 

 

Unit 5 – Sports Psychology 

• Personality, motivation and arousal 

• Mental preparation and information processing 

Unit 6 – Socio-cultural Influences and PEP Preparation 

• Socio-cultural influences on participation 

• Role models, initiatives and emerging UAE 

sports 

• Personal Exercise Programme preparation 

• Fitness data and SMART targets 

• Practical performance profiling 

• Synoptic revision and preparation for Year 11 

 

 



 

 


